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Alternative Punishments for a Short- term Imprisonments in Saudi Criminal

System
Abstract:

Alternative punishments are among the most important measures those replace the
short-term imprisonments, and they are represented in a service that the prisoner
provides by helping a group of society, working in a charitable association, or joining
an educational institution, from which the prisoner benefits in order to reform and
protect him. This tendency comes while most judicial systems in many countries of
the world today tend to activate modern punitive policies, so they work to implement
alternative punishments for humanitarian, social and economic reasons in order to
alleviate the prisons, and to urge the guilty and encourage them to serve the

community, as permitted by the relevant regulations and regulations.

This research came to shed light on the alternative punishments for the short-term
imprisonments, in terms of clarifying the definition and importance of the short-term
imprisonments, as well as explaining the legal organization of it in the Saudi criminal
system, and displaying the implications of it, whether the implications of the offender
or the community. Then, clarifying alternatives to the short-term imprisonments, by
explaining its definition and importance in social, psychological, economic and
security terms, and giving an overview of alternatives to short-term imprisonments,
such as; physical alternatives like flogging and work for the benefit of society,
financial alternatives like paying fines, alternatives restricting freedom as (exile,
alienation, deportation, suspension of execution of the penalty, and judicial testing),
and psychological alternatives as (counseling, reprimand, preaching, defamation, and
threats). Besides, there are many educational and qualifying alternatives in addition to
deprivation of rights as well. The research also has briefly explained the obstacles to

applying alternatives to short-term imprisonments.

Key words: legal frameworks- criminal legislation- alternative punishments- short-

term imprisonment.
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